


AAgenda -- all presentations will be in the Pinn Hall Auditorium. 

7:00 am - 7:45 am  Registration, Breakfast (provided for in-person participants), and Exhibits (Meeting Room 1) 

7:45 am - 7:55 am Welcome and Opening Remarks 

SESSION I  ASCENDING AORTA  

8:00 am - 8:30 am Medical Management of Aortic Diseases 
Randy Ramcharitar, MD, MS, FSVM 

8:30 am - 9:00 am Genetics of Aortic Disease: Who, How, and When to Screen? 
Matthew J. Thomas, ScM, CGC 

9:00 am - 9:30 am Imaging of the Aorta: Modalities and Interpretation 
Patrick Norton, MD 

9:30 am – 9:40 am  Break and Exhibits 

9:40 am – 10:10 am Bicuspid Aortic Valve Disease and Aortopathy 
Jared P. Beller, MD & Kenan W. Yount, MD 

10:10 am - 10:40 am Advancements in Transcatheter Aortic Valve Procedures  
Jeffrey Chidester, MD 

10:40 am - 11:10 am 
 

Advanced Interventions for Managing Type II Endo leaks  
Luke R. Wilkins, MD, FSIR 

11:10 am - 11:40 am Advanced Practice Providers Managing Aortic Disease in the Ambulatory Setting  
Lindsey Cook, PA-C & Lauren Huck, MSN, RN, ACNPC-AG 

11:40 am -12:30 pm Lunch (provided for in-person participants) and Exhibits – Pinn Hall 2ABC 

SESSION II  DESCENDING THORACIC AND TTHORACOABDOMINAL AORTA 

12:30 pm - 1:00 pm The UVA Experience: Open Repair and Role of Hybrid TAAA Repair:   
Patient Selection, Approach, and Outcomes 
John A. Kern, MD 

1:00 pm - 1:30 pm Endovascular Strategies for Descending Thoracic, Thoracoabdominal, and Complex Abdominal 
Aortic Aneurysms 
Behzad S. Farivar, MD, FACS 

1:30 pm – 2:00 pm Experience with the Thora Flex Device for Complex Arch Reconstruction:  
Current Approaches to Type II Dissection 
John A. Kern, MD & Kenan W. Yount, MD 

2:00 pm – 2:10 pm Break and Exhibits 

2:10 pm - 2:40 pm Aortic Infections: How I manage! 
Margaret (Megan) Tracci, MD, JD 

2:40 pm – 3:10 pm Concomitant Aortic Disease and Mesenteric or Iliac Occlusive Disease:  
How I Manage! 
W. Darrin Clouse, MD, FACS, DFSVS, RPVI 

3:10 pm – 4:00 pm Case Study of Vascular Surgery Management for Thoracoabdominal Aneurysm  
Case Study of CT Surgery Management for Aortic Dissection  



Moderators: Behzad S. Farivar, MD, FACS & Kenan W. Yount, MD 
Presenters: Patrick McCarthy, MD, Erik Scott, MD, & Amos Zimmerman, MD 

4:00 pm – 4:10 pm Beyond the Clinic: How the Marfan Foundation and Community Can Strengthen Lifelong Care 
Eileen Novins, MA 

4:10 pm -4:15 pm Closing Remarks and Evaluation 

  

UVA Health Continuing Education would like to thank the following companies for their educational grants 
in support of this course:  

Edwards Lifesciences 

Gore & Associates 

Terumo Aortic 

UVA Health Continuing Education wishes to thank the following companies for their participation in our 
exhibits program:  

Artivion 

Centerline Biomedical 

Cook Medical 

Gore & Associates 

Medtronic  

Shape Memory Medical 

Terumo Aortic 
 

Non-Profit Exhibitor 

The Marfan Foundation 
 

Desired Outcomes 

At the conclusion of this activity, learners will be able to: 
Identify patient groups at increased risk for developing aortic pathology. 
Apply the correct diagnostic and surgical techniques on the appropriate aortic pathology. 
Choose the appropriate imaging technique to identify aortic pathologies. 
Discuss current trends of aortic surgery. 
Apply current practice guidelines when planning medical management and surgical interventions for patients 
with aortic disease. 
Discuss the effect of genetics and family history on risk of aortic disease. 

 



CCourse Faculty and Planning Committee (*denotes Planning Committee Member) 

Unless otherwise noted, all faculty and planning committee members are from the University of Virginia. 

Course Director: Bernie Ammons, MSN, RN, VA-BC, Aortic Center Clinical Program Coordinator* 

Jared P. Beller, MD, Assistant Professor of Surgery, Director of the UVA Health Adult ECMO Program 

Jeffrey Chidester, MD, Structural Heart and Advanced Cardiac Valve Fellow 

W. Darrin Clouse, MD, FACS, DFSVS, RPVI, Edwin P. Lehman Professor of Surgery, Chief, Vascular and Endovascular 
Surgery* 

Lindsey Cook, PA-C, Vascular & Endovascular Surgery 

Eileen C. Dearth, PA-C, Thoracic Surgery* 

Behzad S. Farivar, MD, FACS, Associate Professor of Surgery, Co-Director, UVA Health Aortic Center, Director, 
Complex Endovascular Aortic Program, Associate Program Director, Vascular Surgery Fellowship* 

Catherine M. Hite, MSN, RN, FNP, Cardiac Surgery* 

April Howell, MSN, RN, NE-BC, Ambulatory Director, Heart and Vascular* 

Lauren Huck, MSN, RN, ACNPC-AG, Vascular & Endovascular Surgery 

John A. Kern, MD, Stanton P. Nolan Professor of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery, Program Director, CT Surgery* 

Josie M. Klapec, RVT, Clinical Supervisor, Vascular Laboratory, UVA Health Heart and Vascular Center* 

Patrick McCarthy, MD, Vascular Surgery Fellow 

Patrick Norton, MD, Associate Professor of Radiology, Cardiology, and Pediatrics 

Eileen Novins, MA, Chief Global Business Development Officer, The Marfan Foundation, West Palm Beach, FL 

Randy Ramcharitar, MD, MS, FSVM, Vascular Medicine, Heritable Aneurysm and Arteriopathy Medical Director 

Erik Scott, MD, Cardiothoracic Surgery Fellow 

Matthew J. Thomas, ScM, CGC, Genetic Counselor 

Margaret (Megan) Tracci, MD, JD, Professor of Surgery 

Luke R. Wilkins, MD, FSIR, Associate Professor of Radiology, Program Director, IR/DR Residency, Division of Vascular 
and Interventional Radiology 

Kenan W. Yount, MD, MBA, Assistant Professor, Cardiothoracic Surgery, Director, Surgical Valve Program 

Amos Zimmerman, MD, Vascular Surgery Fellow 

Linda Hanson, MSM, Continuing Education Program Manager* 

Disclosure of Financial Relationships 
UVA Health Continuing Education as a Joint Accreditation Provider adheres to the ACCME Standards for Integrity and 
Independence in Accredited Continuing Education, as well as Commonwealth of Virginia statutes, University of 
Virginia policies and procedures, and associated federal and private regulations and guidelines.  

All individuals involved in the development and delivery of content for an accredited CE activity are required to 
disclose relevant financial relationships with ineligible companies occurring within the past 24 months (such as 
grants or research support, employee, consultant, stock holder, member of speaker’s bureau, etc.).  UVA Health 
Continuing Education employs appropriate mechanisms to resolve potential conflicts of interest and ensure the 
educational design reflects content validity, scientific rigor and balance for participants.  Questions about specific 
strategies can be directed to UVA Health Continuing Education at uvacme@uvahealth.org.  

Disclosure of discussion of non-FDA approved uses for pharmaceutical products and/or medical devices 

As a Joint Accreditation provider, UVA Health Continuing Education requires that all faculty presenters identify and 
disclose any off-label or experimental uses for pharmaceutical and medical device products. It is recommended that 
each clinician fully review all the available data on new products or procedures prior to clinical use. 



DDisclaimerr Information: CE activities accredited by UVA Health Continuing Education are offered solely for 
educational purposes and do not constitute any form of certification of competency. Learners should always consult 
additional sources of information and exercise their best professional judgment before making clinical decisions of 
any kind. Learners are not authorized to copy, modify, reproduce, re-publish, sub-license, sell, upload, broadcast, 
post, transmit or distribute any of the course materials.

Disclosuress 
The following faculty and planners have disclosed financial relationships as follows:

Name Relationship Company 
Behzad Farivar, MD Membership on Advisory Committees or 

Review Panels, Board Membership, etc. 
Centerline Biomedical, Inc. 

Margaret Tracci, MD Advisor Gore & Associates 
Consulting Fee Medtronic 

Kenan Yount, MD, MBA Consulting Fee Medtronic
Consulting Fee Edwards Lifesciences Corporation

All financial relationships have been mitigated to ensure independence and integrity in the educational content.  
No one else in a position to control content has disclosed any financial relationships.

Accreditationn && Designationn Statementss 
In support of improving patient care, UVA Health Continuing Education is jointly accredited by the 
Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME), the Accreditation Council for 
Pharmacy Education (ACPE), and the American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC), to provide 
continuing education for the healthcare team.

IPCEE Creditt  
This activity was planned by and for the healthcare team, and learners will receive 66.55 
Interprofessionall Continuingg Educationn (IPCE)) credit for learning and change.

Physiciann Associates
UVA Health Continuing Education has been authorized by the American Academy of Pas (AAPA) to
award AAPA Category 1 CME credit for activities planned in accordance with AAPA CME Criteria.
This activity is designated for 66.5 AAPA Category 1 CME credits. Pas should only claim credit
commensurate with the extent of their participation.

Physicians
UVA Health Continuing Education designates this live activity for a maximum of 66.55 AMA PRA Category 1 CreditsTM. 
Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity.

Nurses 
UVA Health Continuing Education awards 66.55 contactt hours to a nurse who participates in this educational activity 
and completes the post activity evaluation.

Hourss off Participation 
UVA Health Continuing Education awards 66.5 hourss off participationn (consistent with the designated number of AMA 
PRA Category 1 Credit(s)TM or ANCC contact hours) to a participant who successfully completes this educational activity. 
UVA Health Continuing Education maintains a record of participation for six (6) years.

Requirementss forr Successfull Completionn off thee Course  

Symposium participants requesting credit are required to complete the post-activity evaluation for the symposium 
sessions in which they participate.  



HHoww too claimm yourr CEE creditt 
Navigate to CloudCME: 

o Through the internet: www.cmevillage.com or 

o Through the CloudCME App (download if you haven’t already), then enter the organization code: UVA 

Sign In 

o UVA Employees (if you use a virginia.edu email address): sign-in with your UVA Computing ID. 

o Non-Employees or UVA Employees who do not use a virginia.edu email address: sign-in with your 
email and password. 

Select My CE 

Select Evaluations & Certificates (on the website) or Evaluations (in the app) 

Select this course, 2025 UVA Aortic Symposium  

Complete the evaluation and claim credit

Please Note: The post activity evaluation will only be available for a 30-day period. Credit will not be issued after the 
evaluation period has closed. 

Questions? Contact uvace@uvahealth.org  


