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Program Overview
This symposium highlights current trends, issues, and emerging 

therapies in the field of vascular and endovascular surgery for 

patients with aortic disease. Healthcare professionals providing 

care to patients with aortic disease will gain and extend knowledge 

in order to improve care delivery and outcomes for this patient 

population in both specialized settings as well as across the care 

continuum. Diagnosis and treatment paradigms for aortic and 

structural heart diseases, including medical, endovascular, surgical, 

and hybrid options, will be presented.

Target Audience
This symposium is designed for 

vascular surgeons, cardiothoracic 

surgeons, interventional radiologists, 

cardiologists, anesthesiologists, 

physician assistants, nurse 

practitioners, nurses, perfusionists, 

primary care providers, and other 

health care professionals involved in 

the care and treatment of patients 

with aortic diseases.

Desired Outcomes
At the conclusion of this activity, learners will be able to:

•	 Identify patient groups at increased risk for developing aortic pathology.

•	 Apply the correct diagnostic and surgical techniques on the appropriate aortic pathology.

•	 Choose the appropriate imaging technique to identify aortic pathologies.

•	 Discuss current trends of aortic surgery.

•	 Apply current practice guidelines when planning medical management and surgical interventions 
for patients with aortic disease.

•	 Discuss the effect of genetics and family history on risk of aortic disease.
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7:00–7:45 am	 Registration, Breakfast (provided for in-person participants), and Exhibits

7:45–7:55 am	 Welcome and Opening Remarks

SESSION I	 Ascending Aorta
8:00–8:30 am	 Medical Management of Aortic Diseases
	 Randy Ramcharitar, MD, MS, FSVM

8:30–9:00 am	 Genetics of Aortic Disease: Who, How, and When to Screen?
	 Matthew J. Thomas, ScM, CGC

9:00–9:30 am	 Imaging of the Aorta: Modalities and Interpretation
	 Patrick Norton, MD

9:30–9:40 am 	 Break and Exhibits

9:40–10:10 am	 Bicuspid Aortic Valve Disease and Aortopathy
	 Jarred P. Beller, MD & Kenan W. Yount, MD, MBA 

10:10–10:40 am	 Advancements in Transcatheter Aortic Valve Procedures
	 Jeffrey Chidester, MD

10:40–11:10 am	 Advanced Interventions for Managing Type II Endo leaks 
	 Luke R. Wilkins, MD, FSIR

11:10 am-11:40 am	 Advance Practice Providers Managing Aortic Disease in the Ambulatory Setting
	 Lindsey Cook, PA-C & Lauren Huck, MSN, RN, ACNPC-AG

11:40 am -12:40 pm	 Lunch (provided for in-person participants) and Exhibits

SESSION II	 Descending Thoracic and Thoracoabdominal Aorta
12:40–1:10 pm	 The UVA Experience: Open Repair and Role of Hybrid TAAA Repair:  
	 Patient Selection, Approach and Outcomes
	 John A. Kern, MD

1:10–1:40 pm	 Endovascular Strategies for Descending Thoracic, Thoracoabdominal and Complex  
	 Abdominal Aortic Aneurysms
	 Behzad S. Farivar, MD, FACS

1:40–2:10 pm	 Experience with the Thora Flex Device for Complex Arch Reconstruction:  
	 Current Approaches to Type II Dissection
	 John A. Kern, MD & Kenan W. Yount, MD, MBA

2:10–2:20 pm	 Break and Exhibits

2:20–2:50 pm	 Aortic Infections: How I manage!
	 Margaret (Megan) Tracci, MD, JD

2:50–3:20 pm	 Concomitant Aortic Disease and Mesenteric or Iliac Occlusive Disease:  
	 How I Manage!
	 W. Darrin Clouse, MD, FACS, DFSVS, RPVI

3:20–3:50 pm	 Case Study of Vascular Surgery Management for Thoracoabdominal Aneurysm
	 Case Study of CT Surgery Management for Aortic Dissection 
	 Moderators: Behzad S. Farivar, MD, FACS & Kenan W. Yount, MD, MBA

3:50–4:15 pm	 Closing Remarks and Evaluation

AGENDA



In support of improving 
patient care, UVA Health 
Continuing Education is 
jointly accredited by the 
Accreditation Council 
for Continuing Medical 

Education (ACCME), the Accreditation Council for 
Pharmacy Education (ACPE), and the American 
Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC), to provide 
continuing education for the healthcare team.

This activity was 
planned by and for the 
healthcare team, and 
learners will receive 
6.5 Interprofessional 

Continuing Education (IPCE) credit for learning 
and change.

PHYSICIAN ASSOCIATES 
UVA Health Continuing Education 
has been authorized by the 
American Academy of Pas (AAPA) 
to award AAPA Category 1 CME 
credit for activities planned 

in accordance with AAPA CME Criteria. This 
activity is designated for 6.5 AAPA Category 
1 CME credits. Pas should only claim credit 
commensurate with the extent of their 
participation.

PHYSICIANS
UVA Health Continuing Education designates 
this live activity for a maximum of 6.5 AMA PRA 
Category 1 Credits™. Physicians should claim 
only the credit commensurate with the extent of 
their participation in the activity.

NURSES
UVA Health Continuing Education awards 6.5 
contact hours to a nurse who participates in 
this educational activity and completes the post 
activity evaluation.

HOURS OF PARTICIPATION
UVA Health Continuing Education awards 6.5 
hours of participation (consistent with the 
designated number of AMA PRA Category 
1 Credit(s)™ or ANCC contact hours) to a 
participant who successfully completes this 
educational activity. UVA Health Continuing 
Education maintains a record of participation for 
six (6) years.

REGISTRATION:  
https://UVA.cloud-cme.com/as2025

Scan the QR code below or navigate to uva.cloud-cme.com and 
select this conference from the Upcoming Courses list. Registration 
will close at midnight on Thursday, May 22, 2025. The course syllabus 
will be available online the week of the conference until 30 days after 
the conference. 

PLEASE NOTE: Policies on cancellation, payment methods, and 
accommodation requests can be found on our conference website. 

Early Bird rate through May 11, 2025
Attendee....................................$45
UVA Employee............................$25

Rate May 12-May 22, 2025
Attendee....................................$55
UVA Employee............................$35

Please choose your registration category carefully. You will not be able 
to change from virtual to in-person registration (please note the refund 
policy on our website).

Requirements for Successful Completion of the Course 
Symposium participants requesting credit are required to complete 
the post-activity evaluation for the symposium sessions in which they 
participate. 

Contact Linda Hanson, MSM 
UVA Health Continuing Education Program Manager
llh3x@virginia.edu
434-982-4136 

Registration ACCREDITATION & DESIGNATION 
STATEMENT

Questions


